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Dear Sir or Madam,

Since the publication of the Granite Garden in 1984, I have followed the career of Anne 
Whiston Spirn with awe. Though I was not fortunate to be one of her students, her writing and 
lectures have been a major influence on my career as I am sure they have been for many, 
many members of our profession. She is in the truest sense, a thought leader, shaping the 
trajectory of landscape architecture for over fifty years. I can think of no one more deserving 
of the ASLA Medal and nominate her for this honor with great enthusiasm.

I have had the pleasure to develop a personal friendship with Anne over the last decade. She 
has served as a mentor to me through my dissertation always available to debate and 
discuss concepts and to explore new ideas. Over the course of the last ten years I have had 
the chance to read every one of her publications. The breadth and depth of her knowledge is 
astonishing. Most importantly, I have been particularly moved by her groundbreaking work in 
issues of spatial equity and environmental justice in West Philadelphia. As always, she was 
way ahead of her time in urging the profession to address the needs of those less fortunate.

She is the best our profession has to offer – an inquisitive, creative, and thoughtful leader. I
heartily urge you to award Anne Whiston Spirn the ASLA Medal.

Sincerely,

Chairman / CEO














