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ASLA Medal of Excellence Nominations  

c/o Honors and Awards  

636 Eye Street, NW  

Washington, DC 20001-3736 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

It is with tremendous enthusiasm that I nominate Paul Busse for the ASLA Medal of 

Excellence. Anyone who has ever seen a child (or adult’s) face light up with joy at the sight 

of the remarkable landscapes he has created at the annual New York Botanical Garden 

Train Show, the understands the remarkable contribution Paul has made to our society’s 

understanding of landscape design and the natural world. A 1972 graduate of the program 

in landscape architecture at The Ohio State University, Busse defined his own unique path 

in the profession – marrying his love of landscape and of trains in a truly remarkable way.  

 

Adrian Higgin’s of the New York Times said of Paul’s work: “In Paul Busse’s fairy-tale world, 

the buildings of New York are ornate, earth-toned, glossy and fashioned from the detritus 

of the plant kingdom.  Over the past 24 years, Busse and his team of artists have crafted 

more than 150 landmarks using seed pods, dried eucalyptus leaves, walnuts, bamboo, 

grape tendrils, fungus, cinnamon sticks — anything that is organic, stable and of utility in 

the universe of what he calls botanical architecture. 

Lady Liberty is a swirl of palm leaves; the Brooklyn Bridge is formed from willow sticks and 

elm bark; the circular Guggenheim Museum is fabricated from toadstools. But a simple 

description of these plant-based models is doomed to inadequacy. 

Perhaps it’s the warm, subdued colors, or the slightly crooked roof lines, or the interior 

lights shining through the sallow, resinous window panes, but the feeling is one of cozy 

enchantment. “Make it whimsical,” Busse said. “Put magic behind it.”” 
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The train shows created by Busse at the New York Botanical Garden, the United States 

Botanical Garden in Washington, D.C., the Chicago Botanical Garden, Atlanta Botanical 

Garden, New Orleans Botanical Garden, Bellagio Conservatory in Las Vegas, The Texas 

State Fair, the Morton Arboretum, Eiteljorg Museum in Indianapolis, Krohn Conservatory 

in Cincinnati, The Biltmore Estate, Franklin Park Conservatory in Columbus, Reiman 

Gardens in Ames, Iowa, Lauritzen Gardens in Omaha, Kentucky Children’s Garden in 

Lexington, Frederik Majer Gardens in Grand Rapids, Fernwood Botanical Garden in Niles, 

Michigan; Glenwood Gardens in Cincinnati; and the Royal Botanical Garden in Burlington, 

Ontario;  have attracted millions of visitors per year for the last two decades. In addition to 

the joy the installations produce, Busse’s work have brought these visitors to gardens and 

botanical gardens around the country, dramatically expanding their memberships, and 

further introducing the public to the beauty of landscape design. For a lifetime of magic 

shared with millions children (and their parents and grandparents), I  nominate Paul Busse 

for the ASLA Medal of Excellence.  

Sincerely, 

 
Kurt Culbertson 

Chairman|CEO 



Residential Garden Railway



Brooklyn Bridge at New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY



Train tracks in Banyan Tree at Bellagio Conservatory, Las Vegas, NV



Ellis Island and Statue of Liberty at New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY

Bellagio Conservatory model at Bellagio Conservatory, Las Vegas, NV



Rural scene at Bellagio Conservatory, Las Vegas, NV

Wrigley Field at Chicago Flower Show



Capitol Building at United States Botanic Garden
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Paul Busse’s contributions to other garden railways are equally as amicable and 
transformative.  His body of work installing garden railways speaks for itself.  This 
legacy of fine garden creations makes Paul Busse an ideal candidate for the distinction of 
the ASLA Medal of Excellence. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Anthony S. Aiello 
The Gayle E. Maloney Director of Horticulture and Curator 
 
 

 
Vincent Marrocco 
Associate Director of Horticulture/Chief Horticulturist 
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